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Habit of the Week
Information Sheets 

Habits

Students will develop behavioral skills for interacting with students and adults.  They will also focus on honing personal skills that assist them in their approach to work and study.

 Habit of the Week

	Habit:  Friendship

	Definition

· Get to know and be known by other individuals in more personal ways

· Engages in positive conversations with peers

	Key Vocabulary to Use
	Kinds of Questions

· What do friends do for each other?  

· How do you know if someone is your friend?

· How do you show you are a good friend?

	Friend

Share

Together
	
	

	Reading

· Turn to Your Partner and Buddy Buzz – Ask students to share out what their partners thoughts or ideas are.  Praise students for being complimentary about each other

· Cooperative Learning Teams – Re-visit team building activities used at the beginning of the eight-week cycle.  Ask teams to add to their posters positive things they’ve learned about each other

· Recommended Reading – George and Martha One Fine Day, My Friend John, Best Friends, No Friends


	Math

· Teams and Partnerships – Add to interdependence requirements for team points for the week.  

· Friendship Word Problems – Ask students to write their own word problems that revolve around having to share something or several things with friends.

· Math Journals – Write about how a friend was helpful to you in solving a problem.  Explain what  he or she did and how it was helpful to you.



	Writing

· Character Friendships – Ask students to compare friendships with other relationships.  Or ask students to compare the different kinds of friendships that exist and what the similar characteristics are among them (T-charts and Venn diagrams are useful).

· Group discussion – Choose several different scenes between characters.  Ask students how friends might have handled these scenes differently (versus family members, classmates, rivals, etc.)




 Habit of the Week

	Habit:  Mutual Respect

	Definition

· To esteem the environment, plants, animals and people

· Show pleasure with the accomplishments of others

	Key Vocabulary to Use
	Kinds of Questions

· How would you want to be treated in this situation?

· How can we agree to disagree?

· 

	Celebrate

Kindness

Gentle

Care
	Together


	

	Reading

· Partner Reading – Develop techniques for partners to assist each other in their partnered reading so that both students are supported and feel respected

· Recommended Reading – Brother Eagle, Sister Sky, Do You Know What I’ll Do?  William Has a Doll, Paper Bag Princess



	Math

· Math Congress – Ask different teams/partnerships to present different strategies while others listen and provide constructive criticism

· Related and Inverse Operations – Discuss the relationship between operations, e.g. multiplying as a form of adding or division as the inverse or reverse of multiplication. 

· Math Journals – Students list ways in which they like to receive assistance in their teams.



	Writing

· Relationship Maps – As students use this graphic organizer to understand relationships between characters, they can indicate where respect is being given by one and not returned and also where it is mutual 

· Character Diary – Students take on the persona of a character and write a diary as him or her.  An issue for discussion can be perceptions of other characters that center around topic of respect 

· Interviews and Surveys – Students may use this activity to survey their peers about issues of mutual respect as they appear in a story.




 Habit of the Week

	Habit:  Organization

	Definition

· To put materials, belongings, thoughts into order

· To have a logical and orderly manner

	Key Vocabulary to Use
	Kinds of Questions

· How can we put these ideas together so they make the most sense?

· How can we get this task done in a logical manner?

	Order

Neat

Sequence
	Efficient

Logical


	

	Reading

· Folders and Baskets – Discuss with students how they can individually and in groups be most organized with their materials.  Ask them to brainstorm and list ideas that will help them.

· Story Time/D.E.A.R. Time – Read aloud mysteries and discuss how detectives such as Cam Jansen or Encyclopedia Brown have organized clues in order to solve the mysteries

· Recommended Reading – Sarah Sylvia Cynthia Stout… (in Where The Sidewalk Ends)



	Math

· Manipulatives – Students develop a system for organizing manipulatives and a list of uses for each variety

· Tables and Graphs – Students organize data provided or collected into tables or graphs in order to understand and manipulate it more effectively

· Math Journals - 



	Authors Studies

· Writing Folders – Students create writing folders that have a system for organizing all of their work in an orderly and logical fashion

· Timelines – Students can organize information chronologically with this activity 

· Mapping the Way – Students can visually keep track of locations where events take place – literally mapping the story 




 Habit of the Week

	Habit:  Safety

	Definition

· Can think of effective strategies to prevent harm to environment or people

· Can differentiate between safe and dangerous activities

	Key Vocabulary to Use
	Kinds of Questions

· How can we prevent….from happening?

· What is the safe choice in this situation?



	Safe

Harm

Danger

Protect
	Prevent

Hurt

Rescue


	

	Reading

· Story Time/D.E.A.R. Time – During the read alouds ask students to identify safe and unsafe situations.  Use a t-chart to keep track of them.

· Recommended Reading – The Mud Pony, Journey of the Red-Eyed Tree Frog, Monster Slayer



	Math

· Manipulatives – Discuss with students safety precautions for using manipulatives and why we have to have them

· Check and Re-Check – Demonstrate how we can check our work as a way of insuring that we have done the work correctly



	Writing

· Attribute Graphs – As students begin to notice characteristics of books, they may choose to include the issue of safety in their attribute graphs 

· Letter To the Author – Students write to the author making suggestions for keeping the characters safe 

· Different Endings – Students re-write the ending or a chapter with a focus on safety




 Habit of the Week

	Habit:  Common Sense

	Definition

· Being able to use logic and sensibility to react to a situation or problem

· Use of prior knowledge, experience and patterns to determine action

	Key Vocabulary to Use
	Kinds of Questions

· Does this make sense?

· What will usually happen?

· How do we know what to do next?

	Sense

Logic

Expect
	Predict

Meaning


	

	Reading

· Prediction Charts – Students will use what they know to figure out what will make sense

· Missing Words – Students will use prior knowledge and context to fill in missing pieces

· Recommended Reading – Amelia Bedilia (any in the Peggy Parish series), Cam Jansen, 2-Minute Mysteries


	Math

· Probability – Students make logical guesses based on experience, patterns and rules of probability

· Estimation – Ask students to estimate solutions and quantities.  Use common sense to do this.

· If…Then Statements – Students are presented with the prompt of the logic statement and then asked to use common sense to determine the result.

· Math Journals – Students explain why an answer they have determined makes sense.



	Writing

· K-W-L Chart – Students use this graphic organizer to describe what they know which activates common knowledge prior to study 

· Character Traits – Ask teams to identify where/when characters use common sense 

· Lost Chapters/Different Endings – Students re-write sections of stories in ways that make sense – focus on what makes sense within the context of what else they have read 




 Habit of the Week

	Habit:  Initiative

	Definition

· Being ready and willing to take action

· Self-motivated to begin and activity, task or project

	Key Vocabulary to Use
	Kinds of Questions

· What are you doing to get started?

· What have you already done?

· Who will be first?

	Action

Motivation

Goal

Risk-taker
	Leadership

Immediate

Responsible


	

	Reading

· Oral Book Reports – Students use graphic organizers to prepare for writing and presentation

· Fat Questions – Students are encouraged and rewarded for taking the initiative to ask “fat” questions

· Recommended Reading – The Little Red Hen, Harry Potter (any in the series), Harriet the Spy, Ramona the Pest, Tikki Tikki Tembo


	Math

· Problem of the Day – Students who are first willing to share out – even if their response is incomplete are rewarded for taking risks.

· Math Journals – Students describe how they were able to begin a tough problem and what they used to help them get started.



	Writing

· Related Materials – Students are asked to take initiative to locate and use outside materials that relate to author studied in class

· Character Traits – Students identify which characters show initiative in making things happen in the story versus those who hang back.  A Venn diagram can be used to compare the two.



	Social Studies/Science




 Habit of the Week

	Habit:  Patience

	Definition

· To be willing to take the necessary time to address and complete a task

· Thinking clearly and thoroughly in order to arrive at a solution

	Key Vocabulary to Use
	Kinds of Questions

· Am I sure?

· Have I thought this through enough?



	Time

Wait

Thorough
	Rush

Pace


	

	Reading

· Monitoring for Meaning – Students learn to monitor for understanding on a consistent basis as they read and use the “Did I understand what I read?”

· Think Alouds – Teachers model the process of thinking through a response so that students learn by example to move away from knee-jerk responses.

· Unfamiliar Words – Students are reminded about the strategies that they can use to attack unfamiliar words during their independent reading.

· Recommended Reading – Stone Soup, Cinderella, Frederick



	Math

· Problem of the Week – Students are asked to undertake a problem that is more lengthy and demanding and follow it through to the end of the week.

· Math Journals – Students write about a problem that took multiple attempts to solve and what they did to keep themselves going.



	Writing

· Writing – Students review all of the necessary steps needed to complete a standard-setting piece of writing.  They discuss the time this will take and develop a calendar for accomplishing their final draft.

· Dioramas/Models/Book Jackets – Students have to take the time to plan out a project, collect materials and put together different stages of the final piece.




 Habit of the Week

	Habit:  Sense of Humor

	Definition

· Being able to understand when something is a joke 

· Being able to laugh and enjoy activities with others

	Key Vocabulary to Use
	Kinds of Questions

· What makes this funny?

· How do we know when to take things seriously?

· How can we infer humor in this?



	Laughter

Joke

Humorous

Irony
	Funny

Serious

Sarcasm


	

	Reading

· Turn to Your Partner / Buddy Buzz – Ask students to discuss what makes something funny (this can be based on Story Time, Read Alouds or D.E.A.R.)

· Meaningful Sentences – Ask students to use humor in their vocabulary sentences (even by throwing in nonsense words – like from Dr. Seuss)

· Recommended Reading – James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, Amelia Bedilia, Knock-Knock Joke Book, Where the Sidewalk Ends, Cat In the Hat


	Math

· Money Value – Read Shel Silverstein’s poem “Smart”

· Math Journals – Students write about a silly mistake they made and how upon review it clearly makes their results nonsensical



	Writing

· Discussion – How does the author use humor to make his or her point?  How does humor add to what the author is trying to say?  How do we identify humor that is not in joke form?

· Quick-Writes:  Students are asked to use humor in a 3-minute quick-write.  Then discuss how difficult/easy it was to include humor.

· Character Hats – Students create hats representing certain characters and then write “Who Am I?” riddles for people to figure out.




 Habit of the Week

	Habit:  Perseverance 

	Definition

· To continue working on something even when it gets hard

· To finish what you start

	Key Vocabulary to Use
	Kinds of Questions

· How can we be sure to finish this?

· What do we have left to do?

· What is our plan for getting this done in time?

	Try

Persist

Follow

Encourage
	Continue

Persevere

Goal


	

	Reading

· Schedule – Review whatever schedule you are on with the students for the week as well as the goal for the current block.  Ask student to contribute ideas for how to get everything done.  Ask them to set some personal goals

· Read Alouds/Story Time/D.E.A.R. – Read a novel aloud to students and discuss the difference of reading a book over time.  Mysteries are particularly good because detectives have to follow-through on clues

· Recommended Reading – Harry Potter (any in the series), The Very Hungry Caterpillar, The Little Red Hen



	Math

· Problem of the Day – Pick a multi-step problem that will have new clues added every day over the course of the week for students.  Offer incentives for those who follow-through to the end of the week.

· Math Journals – Students write about a problem that they have had to re-do



	Writing

· Story Conflict – discuss how main characters have persevered in order to overcome obstacles in a story.

· Student Writing – Develop individual or group schedules for accomplishing a complete piece of writing from start to finish.  Develop checklists that students may use to chart their daily contributions to the goal

· Character Traits – Students look at characters and determine who is someone who perseveres and what that looks like.  Also, what happens when someone doesn’t persevere




 Habit of the Week

	Habit:  Appreciation

	Definition

· Makes adjustments in behavior to accommodate another person

· Shows awareness of another person’s goals and applauds them

	Key Vocabulary to Use
	Kinds of Questions

· How can we show our support?

· What makes you feel appreciated?



	Encourage

Cheer

Appreciate

Applaud
	Need


	

	Reading

· Turn to Your Partner and Buddy Buzz – Partners share out for each other instead of themselves.

· Cooperative Learning – Review with students the need not just for avoiding “put-downs” but for being positive and using appropriate language – “Great job!” and “Thank you!”

· Recommended Reading – Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters, The Little Red Hen, Good Times on Grandfather Mountain, The Grouchy Ladybug


	Math

· Applause Chart – Use blank piece of chart paper.  Over course of lesson students applaud peers who have asked a good question, helped out or explained well, by putting name on a post-it and adding it to the chart

· Math Journals -  Students write about how a classmate was helpful to him or her in addressing a problem or concept and what specifically they are appreciative for.



	Writing

· Mind Movies – Students create mind movies for critical scenes.  By making these they more deeply appreciate the author’s intent

· Letters To the Author – Students write letters telling the author what they liked about the books and what they learned from them 

· Toast the Author – Students celebrate the work of the author by having a toast with gingerale 
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